Preliminary experience with parenteral mecillinam.
Case reports are reviewed of 26 patients, mainly with severe Gram-negative infections, treatment with parenteral mecillinam. Twenty-three patients received other antibiotics in addition to mecillinam. In 19 patients, potentially synergistic antimicrobial therapy was given. Overall, a beneficial clinical effect was recorded in 17 (68%) of the 25 patients assessed. A better response was observed in those patients who had not received other antibiotics before treatment with mecillinam was instituted. It is concluded that parenteral mecillinam may have an important role in the treatment of severe Gram-negative infections.